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Results 2022

Stages of environmental action and 
engagement
• 27% at the very beginning
• 56% making initial progress.
• 15%  well on the way
• 2% leading the way.

Environmental committment
85% of services follow local authority environmental 
policy, and rate this positively (40% as good, 34% as 
very good and 11% as excellent)

Quick Wins

• building energy use
• reducing materials use and waste,
• reducing plastics
• sourcing sustainable products and services
• environmentally-themed books and collections 

services and learning activities
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Key issues and 
challenges

Dependence on local authorities for 
bigger changes and investments

Access to environmental data

Lack of time, money, knowledge and 
expertise.

© Street artists Ciaran Globel and Conzo Throb paint a mural designed by Colin Li, 14, on 
a wall opposite the COP26 climate summit venue in Glasgow in 2021 (Picture: Andy 
Buchanan/AFP via Getty Images)









Internal 





External 









‘I love it! It’s taken me out 
of my comfort zone!’ 

‘I’m so glad I left the house 
and came along.’ 

‘Now I know what I can do 
with all the things I’ve 
been saving up for years 
at home!’



Climate Researcher in Residence





‘Alastair and Maria 
were inspirational’

‘looking to change 
personal habits to 
help climate change…’ 





‘The children’s designs for a Climate Friendly Library are 
superb.  They show great imagination and are an inspiration.  
This is the type of thing negotiators at COP26 are trying to 
achieve.  Well done to all the children involved for their 
excellent work.’ Paul Murphy, Carbon Reduction Officer

“We enjoyed voting for our favourite climate change book 

as part of #InverclydeLibrariesInspire workshop we then 

discussed what an eco-friendly library might look like and 

designed our own library of the future!” Primary 4 Teacher

















Climate action needs Culture 
Why Libraries?
• Originators of the sharing economy

• New public library strategy for Scotland

• COP26 and thinking differently



Forward • Built on collaborative actions

• Mixture of local and national actions







Beyond COP 26

Local actions
• Public Library Improvement Fund 2021

• Dundee - Fintry Tool Library

• West Dunbartonshire – Towards a 

Sustainable Future

• South Ayrshire – Climate for Change





National Action

https://www.circularfuturefund.co.uk/

• Public purse squeezed in UK

• John Lewis Circular Futures Fund

• Lend and Mend Hubs

https://www.circularfuturefund.co.uk/


• Wester Hailes Library, Edinburgh

• Forfar Library, Forfar

• Kilbirnie Library, Kilbirnie

• Orkney Library & Archive, Orkney

• Aberdeen Central Library, Aberdeen

• South West Library, Inverclyde

• Gorebridge Library, Midlothian

• A K Bell Library, Perth

• Girvan Library, South Ayrshire





Partnership conversations 





• Changing how we do things

• Sharing what we do 

• Leading by example

Increased access to 
information and 
knowledge, underpinned by 
universal literacy, is an 
essential pillar of 
sustainable development

The United Nations has 
stated that the world is in 
last Decade of Action to 
meet the SDGs. Libraries are 
sustainable accelerators.

Libraries role in engaging 
Circular Economy 
principles for 
environmental and social 
value



Task - “Designing for the Climate: Circular Economy”







Thank you for 
listening 

Alison Nolan 

email: Alison.Nolan@inverclyde.gov.uk

@SLIC1991 

https://www.facebook.com/InverclydeLi
braries/
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